
Architecture & engineering in the greater rochester ny region

Leading              by exam
ple 



Innovative, 
collaborative 
solutions 

Greater Rochester engineering 

and architectural firms 

are committed to making 

a difference, both in their 

professions and in their 

community. Whether it’s design 

charettes, legislative activism 

or hands-on construction of 

Habitat For Humanity homes, 

these firms have repeatedly joined 

together to provide leadership in 

support of the community. 

Today’s complex architectural and engineering 

challenges require a commitment to innovation 

and collaboration. It’s a team commitment that  

has enabled the architectural and engineering 

firms in the Greater Rochester Area to consistently 

provide the breakthrough solutions that are 

redefining the field. 

As a result, the region continues to draw in the  

best and brightest — the new thinkers who are 

shaping the future and pushing ahead of the curve. 

It’s a highly concentrated, unique and charged 

talent pool that has captured the imagination of 

corporate and civic leaders and is one of the 

reasons why so many world-renowned and 

industry-leading corporations are based in  

the Greater Rochester Area. 

Thanks to the nationally recognized 

undergraduate and graduate programs in 

architecture and engineering offered at 

Rochester Institute of Technology and The 

University of Rochester — as well as the  

rigorous programs offered at each of the 

region’s 19 colleges and universities — the 

Greater Rochester Area is able to keep that  

talent base solid and energized.



Project:  Frederick Douglass – 
Susan B. Anthony Bridge 

challenge: Design the signature 
bridge to symbolize the city 

Project:  URMC Wilmot  
Cancer Center 

challenge: Create a leading-edge 
treatment and research facility 

without disrupting  
on-going patient care 

Project: ARTWalk 
challenge: Spearhead the 

revitalization and branding  
of an urban neighborhood 

Project:  Building 508 
challenge: Renovate a  

vacant industrial building  
into a multi-use facility

The Innovative, Collaborative Solution: 
A team of bridge and highway 
engineers from Erdman Anthony, 
along with infrastructure architects 
from H2L2, guided representatives 
from local city, county and state 
governments, as well as members of 
various arts, historical, landmark and 
visitors societies, as they collectively 
worked to create a new bridge in the 
heart of the city. The result is the 
award-winning, 433-foot Frederick 
Douglass – Susan B. Anthony Bridge, 
symbolizing Rochester’s role as the first 
“Gateway to the West”.   

The Innovative, Collaborative Solution: 
M/E Engineering, SWBR Architects 
and Donald Blair Architects 
collaborated on the development 
of the University of Rochester 
Medical Center’s Wilmot Cancer 
Center. The integration of research 
and patient care for this world-
class comprehensive cancer center 
required intense preplanning to 
mitigate risks and to assure patient 
comfort. 

The Innovative, Collaborative Solution: 
Loosely bound by several significant 
cultural resources, the newly 
designated Neighborhood of the 
Arts was a multi-phase, highly visible 
revitalization project. Bergmann 
Associates’ Landscape Architects, 
Transportation Engineers and 
Construction Inspectors worked with 
city planners and officials, neighbors, 
local artists and local business 
to create this popular showcase 
destination. 

The Innovative, Collaborative Solution: 
Working with an established 
warehousing company, Parrone 
Engineering provided construction 
management and helped facilitate 
numerous improvements, including 
new parking lots, a roadway system, 
storm water quality, ADA accessibility 
and a new water supply for domestic 
and fire protection.
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Project: Four Bay Sanitary 
Sewer Feasibility Study 

challenge: Water quality was  
being compromised by  

inadequate septic systems

Project: Polisseni Pavilion at 
Rochester General Hospital 

challenge: Create a new 
patient access center

Project: Constellation Brands 
Marvin Sands Performing  

Arts Center 
challenge: Renovate and expand 

an existing summer venue

 

Project: Wayne County 
Industrial Sustainability Park 

challenge: create an integrated, 
multi-industry Industrial 

Sustainability Park

The Innovative, Collaborative Solution: 
Working closely with governmental 
officials, representatives from local 
interest groups, and jurisdictional 
agencies, MRB Group prepared a 
master plan that outlined necessary 
improvements to provide sewage 
collection and treatment for the four 
affected Lake Ontario Bays in Wayne 
County. 

The Innovative, Collaborative Solution: 
Clark Patterson Lee developed 
a facilities master plan to guide 
improvements and expansion that 
included a new main entrance, an 
expanded emergency department, 
renovated Cardio-Thoracic Intensive 
Care Unit, catheterization labs and 
patient access areas. Today the 
Polisseni Pavilion greets visitors 
to Rochester General with a warm 
and inviting atmosphere, while 
streamlining the flow of patients and 
visitors to the hospital.

The Innovative, Collaborative Solution: 
LaBella Associates’ design expanded 
the covered seating from 2,700 to 
5,000 and added 50 VIP corporate 
boxes, turning  CMAC into a state-
of-the-art summer entertainment 
venue. Additional elements included 
new video and sound reinforcement 
systems and increasing the size and 
configuration of the stage. 

The Innovative, Collaborative Solution: 
Designed and project-managed 
by FRA, a T.Y. Lin International 
Company, the Wayne County 
Industrial Sustainability Park will 
feature industries utilizing by-
products of each other’s production 
processes as energy or as energy-
saving measures. The park includes 
a biodiesel production plant, a wind 
energy company and a biogas facility. 
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Green Building Design Projects 

Architectural and engineering firms are incorporating green building technology into 
new construction throughout the Rochester Region. The following are a few examples of 
buildings that achieved LEED certification from the US Green Building Council.

Project:  
Frito-Lay Distribution Center 

challenge: Create a fully-functional food distribution warehouse and 
office facility that was also environmentally responsible

The Innovative, Collaborative Solution: Stantec, an architecture, engineering, planning and 
environmental design firm, collaborated with Frito-Lay to create a building that includes 
added green space, solar power, porous pavements, recycled building materials, low-flow 
plumbing fixtures, water-efficient landscaping and other measures that reduce the facility’s 
energy and water consumption. This building achieved a Gold level LEED rating, one of 
the highest energy efficient standards in the industry. This was the first building in the 
Rochester area to achieve a LEED Gold rating.

Project:  
City of Rochester Water Bureau Operations Center 

challenge: Upgrade an existing structure to create a more efficient and 
enjoyable work environment 

The Innovative, Collaborative Solution: A collaboration between LaBella Associates, 
P.C. and the City of Rochester, the project applied sustainable building principles in the 
areas of environmentally-sensitive construction and energy and water savings, while 
creatively reusing the old structures. This was the first Gold rated municipal building in 
New York State. 

Project:  
Rochester Institute of Technology’s CAST Building 

challenge: Design an environmentally sustainable building that consists 
of lab and office spaces that can accommodate a dynamic range of 
programs 

The Innovative, Collaborative Solution: A team of architects and engineers from SWBR 
Architects, KMW Architects, M/E Engineering and Parrone Engineering helped design 
the CAST Building, the “greenest” building at RIT. The improved systems provide 
approximately 21.4% savings in electrical energy and a reduction in its carbon footprint by 
41%, and earned the building a Gold level LEED rating and was selected as one of the best 
Green Projects in the Northeast.

Project:  
HSBC Bank - Greece Branch 

challenge: Integrating all the green technologies into the building 

The Innovative, Collaborative Solution: HSBC requested Erdman 
Anthony to be the independent commissioning authority, a pre-

requisite for LEED certification, to support the design team lead by MRA Associates to 
ensure the highly integrated green systems were properly installed and operating at the 
end of construction. The commissioning services and the 10 energy and atmosphere credit 
points earned and documented by the energy modeling process provided by Erdman 
Anthony supported the project in achieving a Gold level LEED rating.
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Coalition of Engineering and Architectural firms members:

Bergmann Associates   	 www.bergmannpc.com

Clark Patterson Lee 	 www.clarkpatterson.com

Clough Harbour 	 www.cha-llp.com

Erdman Anthony 	 www.erdmananthony.com

Stephen R Ferranti 	 www.srfa.net

FRA Engineering 
& Architecture 	 www.fraengineering.com

IBC Engineering 	 www.IBCengineering.com

LaBella Associates 	 www.labellapc.com

M/E Engineering 	 www.meengineering.com

MRB Group 	 www.mrbgroup.com

Parrone Engineering 	 www.parroneeng.com

Stantec 	 www.stantec.com

SWBR Architects 	 www.swbr.com

100 Chestnut Street  • One HSBC Plaza • Suite 1910  • Rochester, NY 14604
Phone: 877-805-1770  Fax: 585-546-8477 info@RochesterBiz.com  

www.RochesterBiz.com      


